
A Song of Thanksgiving November 26th
Bible Passage: Isaiah 12
Main Point: We thank God because Jesus is alive.
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 15:4
Big Picture Question: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others about Jesus.

Introduce the Story 
(15–20 minutes)

Tell the Story
(10–15 minutes)

Experience the Story 
(20–25 minutes)

Leader BIBLE STUDY
Picture the reality of your salvation: Imagine standing as a defendant in a courtroom. You’ve been justly found guilty of a crime 
and then penalty is death. But rather than ordering law enforcement to lead you away to be executed, the judge gets up and takes 
your place. He takes your punishment upon himself, declaring your innocence and allowing you to walk free. How would you 
respond?

This is essentially what Jesus does for sinners who trust in Him. God is the judge, and rather than sentencing us to death like we 
deserve, the Father sent His Son to take our place. That is mercy and grace. So how should we respond?

Look at how Moses and the Israelites responded when God rescued them from Egypt and led them across the Red Sea. Exodus 15 
describes their song. They praise the Lord and tell what He has done for them. This same attitude of thankfulness—the proper 
response to the good news of the gospel—is described in the Old Testament by the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah had a vision of God’s grace toward sinners, and he describes in Isaiah 12 the song we will sing to the Lord. We will praise 
God for His mercy and compassion (Isa. 12:1-2), thank Him for keeping His promise to save us (vv. 3-4), and tell of His glory and 
greatness among the nations (vv. 5-6).

Once we experience salvation, we don’t sit back and cruise through the Christian life. Salvation is a call to action. Out of 
thankfulness for the Lord, we can love others like Jesus (1 John 4:10-12) and share with the world the good news of the gospel 
(Matt. 28:19-20; John 14:15). Guide preschoolers to recognize that every good gift comes from God (Jas. 1:17), and God’s 
greatest gift to us is His own Son, Jesus. With hearts of gratitude, praise and worship the Lord together.



The BIBLE Story

A Song of Thanksgiving
Isaiah 12

God gave a message to Isaiah the prophet, and Isaiah told God’s words to the people of Judah. Isaiah told the people 
about a day that is coming—the day of the Lord. On that day, God will judge the earth and bless His people.

What will that day be like? It will be a happy day! God will rescue His people from sin, and God’s people will sing and 
thank Him.

On the day of the Lord, people will say these words:
“I will praise You, Lord!
You were angry with me, but You did not stay angry.
You have comforted me.
Yes, God is the One who saves me.
I will trust Him and not be afraid.
The Lord makes me strong and keeps me safe.”
Isaiah said that God will save His people and give them joy. The people will sing a song like this: “Praise the Lord! Make 

His name famous! Tell everyone what He has done. Sing to the Lord. He has done wonderful things. Tell everyone in the 
world about Him. Everyone who loves God, shout and sing! God is holy. He is with you, and He is great!”

Christ Connection: Isaiah told about a day when God’s words would come true—God would bless His people and they would 
celebrate. God kept His promise to save people from sin. He sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus died on the cross and rose again. Those 
who trust in Him celebrate and are thankful.



Introduce the Story
SESSION TITLE: A Song of Thanksgiving
Bible Passage: Isaiah 12
Main Point: We thank God because Jesus is alive.
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 15:4
Big Picture Question: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others about Jesus.

Welcome time
 Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. Set an offering 
basket near the door to collect at an appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a few favorite theme-related toys, 
such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
 Invite preschoolers to circle the things they can thank God for. Note: There are no wrong answers. 
Say • God has given us so many things to enjoy and people to love, but the greatest thing God ever gave us or will ever give us is 

Jesus. Jesus gave up His life to rescue us from sin so we can live with God forever.

Whisper messages
 Invite preschoolers to sit on the floor in a circle. Whisper a word or phrase to a preschooler. Guide that preschooler to whisper the 
same word or phrase to the child beside him. Continue until the message has reached the last child in the circle. Invite her to share 
the word or phrase she heard. Compare what she shared to the original. Play again as time allows.
Say • Good job passing a message around the circle. Some of our messages got a little jumbled. In today’s Bible story, God gave 

a message to Isaiah the prophet, and Isaiah told God’s words to the people of Judah. God’s message to the people did not 
get jumbled. Listen to our Bible story to hear God’s happy message to His people. 

Sing songs
 Set out toy microphones and musical instruments. Invite preschoolers to sing their favorite songs or make up their own songs to 
sing. You may also play the key passage song or unit theme song.
Say • In today’s Bible story, God gave a message to His people through the prophet Isaiah. The message said that one day God 

would save His people and give them joy. The people would sing a song like this: “Praise the Lord! Make His name 
famous. Tell everyone what He has done. Sing to the Lord. He has done wonderful things. Tell everyone in the world about 
Him. Everyone who loves God, shout and sing! God is holy. He is with you, and He is great!” Listen to our Bible story to 
hear the rest of God’s message. 

Transition to tell the story
 To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the lights, or clap a 
simple rhythm for the children to copy. Invite preschoolers to hum a tune as they move to Bible study.



Tell the story
SESSION TITLE: A Song of Thanksgiving 
Bible Passage: Isaiah 12
Main Point: We thank God because Jesus is alive.
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 15:4
Big Picture Question: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others about Jesus.

Introduce the Bible story
 Open a Bible to the division between the Old and New Testaments.
Say • All the Bibles stories we have heard lately are from the New Testament. [Hold up New Testament pages.] They were about 

Jesus’ life on earth. Today, we are going to hear a Bible story from the Old Testament when God gave a message to His 
people through the prophet Isaiah. [Hold up Old Testament pages.]

Watch or tell the Bible story
 Help a preschooler open the Bible to Isaiah 12.
Say • God is so good to give us His words in the Bible. Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Isaiah. God told Isaiah what to 

write so we know it is true.
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
 Say • Instead of giving us the punishment our sin deserves, God rescued us! He kept His promise to save people when He sent 

His Son, Jesus. Jesus died on the cross and rose again. We thank God because Jesus is alive. We celebrate and have joy 
because God has been so good to us! 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big story circle as you ask the following review questions: 
Who gave God’s word to the people? (Isaiah) 
Isaiah told about a day that was coming. What was that day called? (the day of the Lord) 
What will God’s people do on the day of the Lord? (sing and thank God for rescuing them) 
Name some things people will say about God on that day? (Answers will vary.)  

Learn the big picture question
 Say • Remember our big picture question? What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others about Jesus. Jesus has saved us 

from sin by dying on the cross and rising again! This is the best news ever! Our mission is to share this good news with all 
people so they can know God’s great gift and celebrate with us! 

Practice the key passage 
 Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 15:4. Read the key passage aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, “He Was 
Raised.”
Say • Jesus died on the cross and came back to life on the third day. This was God’s rescue plan all along. God told Isaiah to tell 

His people this good news in today’s Bible story.

Transition to experience the story 



Experience the story
SESSION TITLE: A Song of Thanksgiving
Bible Passage: Isaiah 12
Main Point: We thank God because Jesus is alive.
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 15:4
Big Picture Question: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others about Jesus.

Dance and freeze 
 Play happy upbeat music and invite preschoolers to dance around joyously and celebrate. When you stop the music, preschoolers 
should freeze in place until the music resumes. 
Say • Isaiah told about a day when God’s words would come true—God would bless His people and they would celebrate. God 

kept His promise to save people from sin. He sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus died on the cross and rose again. We thank God 
because Jesus is alive, and we celebrate!

Make scrolls
 Before the session, cut an 18-inch length of kraft paper for each preschooler. You may also use paper grocery bags. Trim the 
paper towel tubes to the same width as the kraft paper. Give a preschooler a sheet of kraft paper. Invite him to decorate his paper 
with crayons and stickers. Write the main point on each preschooler’s artwork. Help a preschooler glue each end of his kraft paper 
around a paper towel tube taking care to cover the tube entirely with kraft paper. Show him how to roll the ends of his scroll to the 
center. Use a length of ribbon to secure the ends in place. 
Say • Isaiah wrote God’s message on a scroll. Isaiah wrote about a day when God’s words would come true—God would bless 

His people and they would celebrate. God kept His promise to save people from sin when He sent Jesus. We thank God 
because Jesus is alive. 

Explore calendars
 Set out a variety of calendars for preschoolers to explore, such as desk calendars, wall calendars, flip calendars, pocket calendars, 
tear off calendars, advent calendars, liturgical calendars, lunar calendars, and so forth. Point out the months, days of the week, and 
numbers for each day. Show preschoolers today’s date on a calendar and important dates, such as holidays or upcoming church 
events or community activities. If you have a calendar function on an electronic device, show preschoolers how it works and what 
it looks like. 
Say • Isaiah told the people about a time that would come—the day of the Lord. On that day, God will judge the earth and bless 

His people. God kept His promise to save people from sin when He sent Jesus. Jesus died on the cross and rose again. 
Those who trust in Him celebrate and are thankful. We thank God because Jesus is alive.  

Make a thankfulness tree
 Before the session, use a large sheet of brown paper to create a tree trunk and tree branches. Post the tree to a wall in your 
classroom or just outside it. Make a sign to place on the tree trunk that says, We thank God because Jesus is alive.

Trace a preschooler’s hand several times on brown, red, orange, or yellow construction paper. Cut out the hand shapes. Ask a 
preschoolers to tell you things for which she is thankful. Write each thing she lists on a separate hand cutout. Invite her to tape her 
“hand leaves” to the tree. Encourage preschoolers to show their leaves to parents during pickup after class.  
Say • God’s greatest gift to us is His own Son, Jesus. We thank God because Jesus is alive. God kept His promise to save people 

from sin. He sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus died on the cross and rose again. Those who trust in Him celebrate and are 
thankful.



Snack
 Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom break and wash 
hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a snack. As preschoolers eat, ask them to name the foods for which they are most thankful. Comment on the kindness of 
God to give us food to eat. Remind preschoolers that even the best-tasting food does not compare to Jesus. We thank God 
because Jesus is alive. God gave us Jesus to rescue us from sin. Jesus died on the cross and rose again. Those who trust in Him 
celebrate and are thankful.

Transition 
 When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play quietly 
with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a picture of things for which they are thankful. Encourage preschoolers 
to draw Jesus or a cross in the center of their drawings. Remind preschoolers we thank God because Jesus is alive. Pray for the 
children.
Say • God, thank You that the words You gave Isaiah came true when You sent Your Son to save people from sin.  Help us turn 

from our sin and trust in Him. Let our thankfulness lead us to love and serve others. Amen.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the 
session. Distribute the preschool big picture cards for families.


