
Paul’s Second Journey February 11th

Bible Passage: Acts 16:11-34
Main Point: Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.
Key Passage: Acts 1:8
Big Picture Question: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Introduce the Story 
(15–20 minutes)

Tell the Story
 (10–15 minutes)

Experience the Story 
(20–25 minutes)

Leader BIBLE STUDY
Paul was back at the church of Antioch in Syria. The church had sent out Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel to Jews and 
Gentiles in places like Lystra and Derbe. Then they returned to the church of Antioch. Some time passed, and Paul wanted to 
return to some of the cities he visited on his first journey to see how the new believers were doing.

Silas accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey. The pair traveled through Syria and Cilicia (sih LISH ih uh), 
encouraging believers and strengthening churches. The number of believers in the churches increased daily.

The Lord called Paul and Silas to go to Macedonia, so they obeyed. Two major events happened while Paul was in Macedonia. 
First, a woman named Lydia became a believer. Paul and Silas had gone to the river to pray. They spoke to the women at the river. 
God opened Lydia’s heart to the good news of the gospel.

Then, a jailer became a believer. This happened when Paul and Silas were thrown into prison after Paul commanded a fortune-
telling spirit to come out of a slave girl. Late at night, an earthquake rocked the prison. The prisoners could have escaped, but they 
stayed where they were.

This was a huge relief to the jailer. Had the prisoners escaped, the jailer would have been punished. In fact, the jailer was ready to 
kill himself when Paul shouted, “We are all here!” The jailer asked Paul and Silas how to be saved. They told him, “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” The man believed and was baptized.

Lydia, the jailer, and many others were saved because they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. Paul and Silas preached the 
same message to all people, no matter who they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”



The BIBLE Story

Paul’s Second Journey
Acts 16:11-34

God sent Paul on another trip to tell people the good news about Jesus. This time, Paul’s friend Silas (SIGH luhs) went 
too. Paul stopped in a city called Philippi (FIH lih pigh), and he went to the river to pray. Paul talked to some women there. 
One of the women was named Lydia. She sold purple cloth. Lydia believed what Paul said about Jesus. Everyone in her 
household believed, and they were baptized.

Another day, Paul and Silas were going to pray when a servant girl met them. She had a spirit in her that allowed her 
to predict the future. She earned a lot of money for her masters by telling the future.

The girl followed Paul and Silas, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God!” Finally, Paul turned around. He 
spoke to the spirit: “By the power of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” And the spirit came out right away.

Now the girl’s owners were upset because she could no longer tell the future. They grabbed Paul and Silas, and the leaders 
threw them into jail.

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to God. All of a sudden, an earthquake shook the jail. 
The jail doors flew open, and all of the prisoners’ chains came loose.

When the jailer woke up and thought all the prisoners had escaped, Paul shouted, “We are all here!”
The jailer was afraid. “Men, what must I do to be saved?” he asked.
They said to him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”
Paul and Silas told the jailer and everyone in his household about Jesus, and they were baptized right away. Later that 

day, Paul and Silas were set free.

Christ Connection: Lydia, the jailer, and many others believed in Jesus and were saved from their sin. Paul and Silas told 
everyone the same thing: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”



Introduce the Story
SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
Bible Passage: Acts 16:11-34
Main Point: Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.
Key Passage: Acts 1:8
Big Picture Question: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Welcome time
 Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. Set an offering 
basket near the door to collect at an appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a few favorite theme-related toys, 
such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
 Lead preschoolers to color the sections with a 1 green, the sections with a 2 purple, and the sections with a 3 brown.
Say • In today’s Bible story, God sent Paul on another trip to tell people the good news about Jesus. He went to a river to pray 

and met some women there. One of the women was named Lydia. She sold purple cloth. Listen to hear if Lydia believed the 
truth about Jesus.

Sing songs 
 Play favorite songs and invite preschoolers to sing along and move. Consider offering streamers for preschoolers to wave as they 
move to the music. 
Say • Singing is fun! We often sing when we are happy. In today’s Bible story, Paul and Silas sang songs in a place where you 

would not expect them to be singing. Listen to our Bible story to find out where Paul and Silas sang. 

Sort cloth
 Cut an assortment of fabrics into pieces. Consider using stained or outdated clothing and linens. Be sure to include a purple 
fabric. Spread out the cloth pieces and invite preschoolers to sort them into piles or baskets. Consider challenging preschoolers to 
close their eyes and match the fabrics using their sense of touch. 
Say • A woman in today’s Bible story was named Lydia. She sold purple cloth. Lydia met Paul and Silas when they went to the 

river to pray. Let’s find out what happened when Paul and Silas shared the good news about Jesus with Lydia. 

Transition to tell the story
 To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the lights, or clap a 
simple rhythm for the children to copy. Invite preschoolers to move to Bible study two by two. 



Tell the Story
SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey 
Bible Passage: Acts 16:11-34
Main Point: Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.
Key Passage: Acts 1:8
Big Picture Question: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Introduce the Bible story
 Tell preschoolers the story of how you first met one of the other adult leaders in the room.
Say • God sent Paul on many trips where he met many people. Paul told everyone he met the same thing: “Believe in the Lord 

Jesus and you will be saved.” Listen to hear who Paul met in today’s Bible story.

Watch or tell the Bible story
 Place a bookmark at Acts 16 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
Say • The stories in the Bible are there because God wanted us to hear them. All of these stories are true. Today’s story comes 

from Acts in the New Testament.
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
 Say • Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. They told the women at the river, and Lydia believed. They told the 

jailer who was afraid of losing his prisoners, and he believed. It was not easy, but Paul and Silas told everyone who would 
listen the good news about Jesus.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big story circle as you ask the following review questions:
What woman and her family believed the truth about Jesus and were baptized? (Lydia) 
What happened while Paul and Silas were in jail? (An earthquake opened the doors and loosened the chains.) 
Did any of the prisoners escape from jail? (no) 
What did the jailer ask Paul and Silas? (“What must I do to be saved?”) 
Did the jailer believe the good news about Jesus? (yes)

Learn the big picture question
 Say • Our big picture question is, How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus. God used 

Paul and Silas to tell Lydia, the jailer, and many others the good news about Jesus. Paul and Silas told everyone the same 
thing: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” We can tell people that same message today! 

Practice the key passage 
 Open your Bible to Acts 1:8. Read the key passage aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song.
Say • Our key passage remind us about the mission, or very important job, Jesus gave to His followers. Our mission is to tell 

people all over the world the good news that Jesus died and rose again to save people from sin. 

Transition to experience the story 



Experience the Story
SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey 
Bible Passage: Acts 16:11-34
Main Point: Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.
Key Passage: Acts 1:8
Big Picture Question: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Sing a song
 Sing the lyrics below to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down” and perform the described actions.  
[Two adults face each other and extend the their arms like a bridge. Children walk underneath the “bridge.”]

“Preaching Jesus day and night, 
Day and night,
Day and night!
Preaching Jesus day and night 
Paul and Silas!”

[Bring arms down over children who are under the “bridge.”]
“Take the key and lock them up, 
Lock them up,
Lock them up!
Take the key and lock them up! 
Then at midnight …”

[Release the children who are trapped in the adult arms.] 
“All the prisoners’ chains came loose, 
Chains came loose
Chains came loose!
All the prisoners’ chains came loose! 
Thank You, Jesus!” 

Say • Paul and Silas were put in jail, but God sent an earthquake to set them free. Even though they were free, they did not leave. 
They stayed and told the jailer about Jesus. Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.

Decide “Who Am I?” 
 Print and display the “Bible Story People” images. Say statements about each person. Invite preschoolers to point to the image of 
that person. You may use the following statements or create your own.

I was afraid when I thought all my prisoners had escaped after the earthquake. Paul and Silas told me to believe in Jesus, and 
I did. Who am I? (jailer)

I traveled with my friend Paul to tell others the good news about Jesus. Who am I? (Silas) 
I met Paul and Silas at the river. They told me about Jesus, and I believed. Who am I? (Lydia)
I traveled to many places telling people the truth about Jesus so they could be saved. Who am I? (Paul)

Say • Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. Lydia, the jailer, and many others believed in Jesus and were saved 
from their sin. Paul and Silas told everyone the same thing: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” 



Make play dough chains
 Set out play dough. Invite preschoolers to roll pieces of play dough into “worms.” Demonstrate how to loop two worms together 
and pinch the ends to form a chain. Invite preschoolers to continue adding links to the play dough chain. For younger 
preschoolers, offer plastic chains for children to press into the play dough. 
Say • An earthquake came while Paul and Silas were in jail. The jail doors flew open, and all of the prisoners’ chains came loose. 

The jailer was afraid and asked Paul and Silas what to do to be saved. Paul and Silas told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus 
and you will be saved.” Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. 

Snack
 Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom break and wash 
hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. Thank God for the snack. 

Serve granola bars for snack. Point out that granola bars are a good snack to take on a trip. Talk about how God sent Paul on 
different trips to tell people the good news about Jesus. Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. Lydia, the jailer, and 
many others believed in Jesus and were saved from their sin. Paul and Silas told everyone the same thing: “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus and you will be saved.”

Transition 
 When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play quietly 
with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a picture of someone they can tell about Jesus. Ask preschoolers, How 
do people hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus. God wants us to share the good news about Jesus 
with all kind of people too. Pray for the children.
Say • God, the good news that Jesus died on the cross and rose again is the best news ever. It is the only news that can save us 

from sin. Help us to tell everyone about Jesus so they can be saved. Amen.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the 
session. Distribute the preschool big picture cards for families.


