
Peter Visited Cornelius January  14th
Bible Passage: Acts 10
Main Point: Peter learned the gospel is for all people.
Key Passage: Philippians 2:13
Big Picture Question: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians.

Introduce the Story 
(15–20 minutes)

Tell the Story 
(10–15 minutes)

Experience the Story
(20–25 minutes)

Leader BIBLE STUDY
The apostle Peter preached and taught boldly after Pentecost. Jesus had commanded His followers to take the gospel to the ends 
of the earth. Acts 10 shows us how God made clear to Peter that the gospel is for everyone—not only the Jews but also the 
Gentiles. 

The story begins in Caesarea (sess uh REE uh), the capital city in the Roman province of Judea. Cornelius, a Roman centurion, 
lived in Caesarea. Like many of the people in Caesarea, Cornelius was a Gentile; however, he did not worship the Roman gods. 
Cornelius worshiped the one true God, and one day, God spoke to Cornelius in a vision. In the vision, an angel told Cornelius to 
send for Peter.
Now Peter was in Joppa (JAHP uh), about 30 miles south of Caesarea. As Cornelius’s men approached the city, Peter had a vision 
too. He was on a rooftop when God showed him a sheet of animals and commanded him to eat. The problem was that some of the 
animals were considered “unclean” by Jewish food laws. Three times, God said to Peter, “What God has made clean, do not call 
impure.”

Peter visited Cornelius and others who had gathered with him. Peter understood that God did not want a Jewish man to call 
anyone unclean just because he was a foreigner. (See Acts 10:28-29.) Peter preached the gospel to the Gentiles there, and they 
believed. The Holy Spirit filled them, and they were baptized.

The gospel is good news for everyone. As you teach preschoolers, emphasize that God showed Peter that just as there is no 
“clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and “unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone the good news about 
Jesus, no matter who they are or where they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all!



The BIBLE Story

Peter Visited Cornelius
Acts 10

Cornelius was a Roman soldier. He loved God, helped other people, and prayed to God. One day, God sent an angel to 
Cornelius. The angel said, “Cornelius, God heard you when you prayed.”

The angel told Cornelius to send some men into the city to find Peter. When the angel left, Cornelius sent two servants 
and one soldier to the city.

In the city, Peter went up on the roof of a house to pray. Then Peter saw a vision. A vision is like a dream, but Peter was 
awake. He saw a big sheet coming down from heaven. In the sheet were all kinds of animals, snakes and lizards, and birds. 
A voice said, “Get up, Peter. Eat!”

But Peter didn’t want to. He thought the animals were unclean. A voice said, “God has made these clean.” Peter saw the 
vision three times, and he tried to understand what it meant.

Then the men Cornelius sent into the city found the house where Peter was staying. They told Peter to come to Cornelius’s 
house. So the next day, Peter went with the men.

When Peter saw Cornelius, he told him that the good news about Jesus is for all people, not just Jews. “Everyone who 
believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven,” Peter said.

The people there believed. Cornelius, his family, and his friends were baptized; and Peter stayed with them for a few 
days.

Christ Connection: God used a vision to show Peter that the good news about Jesus is for everyone. God wants believers to 
tell everyone the good news about Jesus no matter who they are or what they do. Jesus is the Lord of all.



Introduce the Story
SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius
Bible Passage: Acts 10
Main Point: Peter learned the gospel is for all people.
Key Passage: Philippians 2:13
Big Picture Question: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians.

Welcome time
 Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. Set an offering 
basket near the door to collect at an appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a few favorite theme-related toys, 
such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
 Guide preschoolers to identify and circle the two animals in each row that match.
Say • Peter was praying on a roof in today’s Bible story when Peter saw a vision. A vision is like a dream, but Peter was awake. 

He saw a sheet with all kinds of animals, snakes and lizards, and birds. We will discover what God showed Peter through 
that vision in our Bible story.

March like a soldier
 Use tape to create a square or rectangle path on the floor. Place a different color sheet of construction paper at each corner. Play 
music while preschoolers march as you lead them around the path. When you reach a sheet of construction paper, call out a 
physical activity for preschoolers to complete such as hopping on one foot three times, four jumping jacks, two squats, or a push-
up. March until the music ends. Start the music again and march in the opposite direction.
Say • One of the men in our Bible story today was a Roman soldier named Cornelius. Even though he was not Jewish, Cornelius 

loved God. God sent an angel to Cornelius. Listen to our Bible story to hear what the angel said to Cornelius.

Go on an animal safari
 Before the session, print the “Animal Safari” printable in color, if possible. Post the images throughout the room. Make some 
more challenging to find than others. Invite preschoolers to go on a “safari” and locate all the animal images around the room. 
Preschoolers may play out being each animal that they find.
Say • In the Old Testament, God gave His people rules about animals. Some animals were called clean and other animals were 

called unclean. God’s people were not supposed to eat the unclean animals. In today’s Bible story, God taught Peter 
something about the animals, but more importantly, God taught Peter something about the gospel, or good news about 
Jesus.

Transition to tell the story
 To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the lights, or clap a 
simple rhythm for the children to copy. Invite preschoolers to move to Bible study while pretending to be their favorite animal.



Tell the Story
SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius 
Bible Passage: Acts 10
Main Point: Peter learned the gospel is for all people.
Key Passage: Philippians 2:13
Big Picture Question: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians.

Introduce the Bible story
 Tell preschoolers to stand up if you say a statement that describes them. For the last statement, say, “I am a person.” 
say • [All preschoolers should be standing.] Did you know that the good news about Jesus is for all people? Peter thought the 

good news was just for a special few. Have a seat and listen to what God showed Peter in today’s Bible story.

Watch or tell the Bible story
 Place a bookmark at Acts 10 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
Say • God talks to us in the Bible, and everything God says is true. The Bible is the most important of all books. Today’s Bible 

story is in Acts in the New Testament.
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
 Say • God gave Peter a vision to teach him something important. Peter thought the good news about Jesus was just for the Jews, 

but he was wrong. Peter learned the gospel is for all people. Everyone who believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big story circle as you ask the following review questions:

What did Peter see in the vision God gave him? (all kinds of animals) 
What did a voice say when Peter did not want to eat the animals? (“God has made these clean.”) 
How many times did Peter see the vision? (three) 
What did Peter’s vision mean? (The good news about Jesus is for all people.)
Did Cornelius, his family, and his friends believe the truth about Jesus? (yes) 

Learn the big picture question
 Say • Our big picture question asks, What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians. The Holy Spirit helps us do 

God’s work. Part of the work God gives us is to tell everyone the good news about Jesus. The Holy Spirit helps us tell all 
people no matter who they are or what they do. 

Practice the key passage 
 Open your Bible to Philippians 2:13. Read the key passage aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song.
Say • God has a good plan that He is working out in the world and in each one of us. When we put our trust in Jesus, God works 

in us to complete His plan for us. He also uses us in His plan for the world too. He is a good God!

Transition to experience the story 



Experience The Story
SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius 
Bible Passage: Acts 10
Main Point: Peter learned the gospel is for all people.
Key Passage: Philippians 2:13
Big Picture Question: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians.

Build a town with blocks
 Set out blocks and people figures. Invite preschoolers to build a city or town. Encourage them to use the people figures to play out 
telling the good news about Jesus. 
Say • How kind of God to send Peter to Cornelius’s town! Cornelius, his family, and his friends all believed the good news about 

Jesus. Peter learned the gospel is for all people. God wants believers to share the gospel with everyone no matter who they 
are or what they do. Jesus is the Lord of all.

Make a mobile
 Give each preschooler four different colors of multicultural people cutouts. Guide preschoolers to use markers or crayons to 
decorate their cutouts. Tie a length of yarn to each decorated cutout by punching a hole through the top. 

Write The gospel is for all people on a paper towel tube for each preschooler. Invite preschoolers to use stickers to decorate the 
tube. Hang each people cutout from the paper towel tube by tying the yarn around the tube. (Older preschoolers who can tie knots 
may do this. Assist as needed.) Then run yarn through the length of the paper towel tube. Tie the ends together to form a hanging 
string.
Say • Everyone who believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven. Peter learned the gospel is for all people. God used a vision to 

show Peter that the good news about Jesus is for everyone. God wants believers to tell everyone the good news about Jesus 
no matter who they are or what they do. Jesus is the Lord of all.

Sort animals
 Set out a variety of animals for preschoolers to sort. Preschoolers may sort animals based on where they live, how many legs they 
have, or by color. For older preschoolers, consider using Leviticus 11:2-47 or finding a list online to guide preschoolers in sorting 
the animals as clean and unclean. 
Say • Peter saw in a vision all kinds of animals, snakes and lizards, and birds. God used the vision to show Peter that the good 

news about Jesus is for everyone. Peter learned the gospel is for all people. God wants believers to tell everyone the good 
news about Jesus no matter who they are or what they do. Jesus is the Lord of all.

Play with a sheet or parachute
 Direct preschoolers to surround a large sheet or parachute and hold the edges. Place a stuffed animal in the middle of the sheet 
and invite preschoolers to make it pop up in the air. For a challenge, guide preschoolers to try to bounce the animal off the sheet 
between two certain preschoolers.
Say • In his vision, Peter saw a big sheet coming down from heaven with animals in it. God used the vision to show Peter that the 

good news about Jesus is for everyone. Peter learned the gospel is for all people. God wants believers to tell everyone the 
good news about Jesus no matter who they are or what they do. Jesus is the Lord of all.



Snack
 Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom break and wash 
hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. Thank God for the snack. 

Serve animal crackers for snack. Talk about how God gave Peter a vision where he saw all kinds of animals. God used the 
vision to show Peter that the good news about Jesus is for everyone. Peter learned the gospel is for all people. God wants 
believers to tell everyone the good news about Jesus no matter who they are or what they do.

Transition 
 When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play quietly with 
play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw people. Remind preschoolers that Peter learned the gospel is for all 
people. The good news about Jesus is for everyone. Jesus is the Lord of all. Pray for the children.
Say • God, thank You that the good news about Jesus is not just for a few special people. The good news is for everyone, no 

matter who they are or what they do! Thank You for people who tell us the good news. Help us tell others the good news of 
how Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save people from sin. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the 
session. Distribute the preschool big picture cards for families.


